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one of our most respectable citizens, in wealth, talents
and station. John G. Jackson,1 Mr. Stevens and other
gentlemen were here. The conversation took a charm-
ing turn and it was half past twelve, e'er we thought it
ten. Mr. O. never recites in private, as he used to, but
his witicisms are instructive and amusing. I know not
whether he can be called a man of original genius, but
he is certanly one of highly cultivated taste, a man of
great research, not only in classical learning, but in nat-
ural history, philosophy and morals. Whatever his own
opinions are, respecting religion I know not, but I have
never heard him in public or private, utter a sentiment
that could wound or offend the most pious. We are
going this evening to hear his recitations. How much
more rational these amusements than our balls or parties.
He receives the most flattering attentions and is not a
day disengaged. . . . *

TO MRS. KIRKPATRICK

Brookville. [Md.,]   August, [1814.]

On Sunday we received information that the British
nad debark'd at Benedict. They seem'd in no haste to
approach the city, but gave us time to collect our troops.
The alarm was such that on Monday a general removal
from the city and George Town took place. Very few
women or children remain'd in the city on Tuesday eve-
ning, altho' the accounts then received were that the
enemy were retreating. Our troops were eager for an
attack and such was the cheerful alacrity they displayed,
that a universal confidence reign'd among the citizens and
people. Few doubted our conquering. On Tuesday we
sent off to a private farm house all our linen, clothing and

1 Representative from Virginia.ho' it cull'd sweets from everything in crea-
